MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
ON
COMBATING ILLEGAL LOGGING AND ASSOCIATED TRADE

The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the People’s
Republic of China (hereinafter referred to as “the Governments™), '

Noting the role of the U.S.-China Strategic Economic Dialogue as a forum within
which they have explored ways to enhance their respective capabilities to combat
illegal logging and associated trade;

Recognizing that illegal logging and associated trade undermine trade in
legally-sourced timber and other forest products, reduce the economic value of forests,
deprive governments and communities of needed revenues, threaten biological
diversity, weaken efforts to promote sustainable forest management, including by
creating conditions that promote forest fires and the spread of insects and disease
harmful to forests, and contribute to conflict;

Affirming their commitment, as both major producers and consumers of timber and
other forest products, to work cooperatively to support sustainable forest management
globally and to work with other countries to combat illegal logging;

Seeking to complement and support the Governments’ bilateral, regional, and
multilateral efforts to combat illegal logging and associated trade;

Acknowledging and respecting each country’s sovereignty, domestic law, and
obligations under international agreements;

Having decided to establish a bilateral forum comprised of relevant agencies of each
governmert for the purpose of increasing cooperation between them on combating
illegal logging and associated trade;

Undertake through the forum to do the following:
* Facilitate a shared understanding of “illegal logging™ and set priorities for

cooperation between the Governments in support of efforts to combat
illegal logging and associated trade, including on issues related to




enhancing forest law enforcement and governance, and sharing
information;

= Promote transparent timber markets and encourage trade in and use of
legally-sourced timber and products made from such timber, and combat
the trade in and use of illegally-sourced timber and products made of such
timber;

= Establish mechanisms for sharing information, including on efforts to
promote trade in legal timber and products made from such timber, and on
relevant domestic law; :

s Explore public/private roles, responsibilities and efforts in combating
illegal logging and associated trade; and

= Endeavor to complete negotiation of a detailed agreement on bilateral
cooperation to combat illegal logging and associated trade by the Fourth
U.S.-China Strategic Economic Dialogue.
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FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA:
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(Claudia McMurray) ( Zhu Lieke)
Washington, DC Beijing .
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Washington, DC
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